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in its reorganised form, 3,634 benefit members entered their names, of
whom apparently about 2,150 continued to subscribe. During the year
just ended, 4,oo6 persons have been entered, and apparently about
2,460 are permanent members. The proportion of the receipts finally
payable to the medical bfficers was £112 9S. 4d. in I876. It would
have amounted to £I43 Os. 5d. if there had not been a necessity to use
part of the subscriptions in completing the fitting up of the dispensary.
For the past year the amount divisible is £242 8s. iod. The payments
by members in I876 amounted to £312 I6s. ; consequently the propor-
tion of this sum payable to the medical officers would have been 45.7
per cent., if no part ofthe subscriptions had been spent in fittings. This
year the receipts from members have been £399 I is. 6d., and of this
)242 8s. iod., or about 6o per cent. is payable to the medical officers.
With the increase of numbers has come greater economy, because the
arrangements of the dispensary were made with a view to an extended
list of members. The committee say they " cannot close their report
without expressing their strong feeling of the value of the services given
by the medical officers. In one sense those services may be properly
spoken of as ' given'; but, if so, they are given in the best possible
way, so as not to cramp or limit the entire freedom of the benefit mem-
bers. It may be truly said that a gift judiciously made is often doubled
in value to the receiver; and this expression may be appropriately
applied to the care and attention of those officers whose services the
committee desire to acknowledge."

A YEAR'S WORKING OF A PROVIDENT DISPENSARY.
AT the meeting of the Committee of the Royal Victoria Dispensary at
Northampton, held on January 25th, Mr. Becke, the honorary secre-
tary, reported that the net amount due to the three medical officers for
their year's services was upwards of one thousand eight hundred pounds,
after payment of drugs and 'all other expenses. The sum payable to
the senior medical officer was nearly one thousand pounds. Mr. Becke
believed this is the largest sum ever paid by any provident or charitable
institution to a medical officer for a year's services.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
SHROPSHIRE AND MID-WALES BRANCH.

A QUARTERLY meeting will be held at the Salop Infirmary on Tues-
day, February 12th, at 6.30 P.M.; J. RIDER, Esq., President, in the
Chair.
The Secretary will feel obliged to those members who intend to

read papers if they will signify the same to him before the day of
meeting. HENRY NELSON EDWARDS, Honorarv Secretary.

Shrewsbury, January 30th, I878.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH.
THE first intermediate meeting of this Branch will be held at the
Town Hall, Oldham, on Tuesday, March 5th, at 3.30 P.M.

Dr. W. H. Broadbent (London) has kindly consented to read a
paper on the Mechanism of Speech and Thought as illustrated by
Pathology.
Members wishing to read papers or to exhibit specimens are re-

quested to communicate with the Honorary Secretary as soon as pos-
sible.

Dinner will be provided at 6 o'clock.
D. J. LEECH, M.D., Honorary Secretary.

96, Mosley Street, Manchester, January 31st, 1878.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH:
ORDINARY MEETING.

THE fourth ordinary meeting of the session I877-8 was held in the
Queen's College on January ioth, I878: present, SAMPSON GAMGEE,
Esq., President, in the Chair, and thirty-six members and visitors.
New Members.-The following gentlemen were elected members of

the Branch: Dr. Chown and Dr. J. Wood, Birmingham; Mr. G.
Holloway, Cannock; Mr. H. B. Walker, Kidderminster.

Communications.-I. Mr. Sampson Gamgee showed a modification
of Sayre's Apparatus which had been constructed, on his suggestion,
by Messrs. Salt and Son.

2. Dr. A. H. Carter read a paper on a New Method for the Quan-
titative Estimation of Urea in Urine.

3. Dr. Balthazar Foster read a paper on Sudden Death in Diabetes
Mellitus.

CORRESPONDENCE.
PHYSIClANS' FEES.

SIR,-You have opened your columns to what, I fear, you may find
a rather overwhelming flood of correspondence on the above subject.
It does seem strange that some physicians should only now commence
to complain of the injustice dealt to them by an undiscriminating public,
to whose sense of honour it has been their pride and privilege to
entrust the amount of honorarium expected by them for services ren-
dered. While Fellows of the College of Physicians are bound down
by the restrictions as to recovery of fees at present imposed on them,
there is no help out of it, as far I can see, and the dishonest portion of
the public will alwavs be ready to take advantage of these circum-
stances whenever it is possible to do so.

I cannot but think that, if there were proper accord between those
practising as pure consultant physicians and those gentlemen who prac-
tise in a less restricted manner, some mode of distinguishing the " black
sheep" would be soon found out, at least as far as regards provincial
towns of sufficient importance to give scope for consultation practice.
"Consulting physicians" are occasionally apt to draw a broad line of
distinction, socially and professionally, between themselves and others
who may choose to practise in a different way, but who are as well
born, as well educated, and as well qualified as themselves ; men who
will not brook professional dictation or social snubbing; the ranks of
our profession are rapidly being filled with such men, totally different
from the general practitioner of past days. If consulting physicians
were more anxious to greet such men rather as their equals than as
their inferiors, and to cultivate the goodwill of the profession in pre-
ference to the vox populi, I have little doubt that professional combina-
tion would be found sufficient protection against public dishonesty.
Beyond all doubt, the improvement in professional education during

the last quarter of a century, and the generalisation of knowledge
thereby, have considerably diminished the numerical amount of consult-
ations, excepting in certain specialties; the greater, therefore, is the
necessity for the consulting physician of the present day to be a man
sans reprochc, as regards professional conducL

Diminution of consulting business has possibly forced some and
tempted many to try to make up the deficiency by family practice, on
terms which place them in direct competition with those gentlemen
whom they should expect to call them in as consultants. Surely,
such men cannot expect to have the pull both ways : they must choose
between the profession and the public, or they will undoubtedly fall
" between two stools". If a humble representative of the " working
bees in the professional hive" might venture to advise the Dii majores
yclept consulting physicians, I as such would advise them as follows.
i. By social and professional conduct, make yourself worthy of the
eminent position which you would hope to retain, and which, by pur-
suing an undeviating course of professional integrity, you will as-
suredly retain through the good will of your professional brethren. 2.
Fix such a price on your opinion, if founded on attested scientific and
practical knowledge and enhanced by the corroborative opinion of
your professional brethren, as will place you above suspicion of com-
peting with those whose lot may be cast in rougher, though not less
worthy, lines: gentlemen who, in their professional intercourse with
you, will take care that no pecuniary disadvantage accrues to their
esteemed friend the " real consultant physician".-I remain, sir, yours
faithfully, VERITAS.
January 26th, I878.
P.S.-I trust that the term of "general practitioner" will soon be

completely expunged. In its original meaning, the term is almost pro-
fessionally obsolete, and I am fully convinced that, in a social point of
view, with the public it is not a term likely to elevate professional
status.

SIR,-I am sure each of your correspondents who writes on this
subject has in view the honour and wellbeing of our profession. If,
in this spirit, the subject can receive a complete reconsideration, with
a view to improved arrangements, in accordance with present condi-
tions and the altered value of money, I think the time for doing so
has fully come. But the whole subject should be taken together.
House-rent, wages, hire, the cost of living, etc., have all become much
more expensive; the members of many occupations combine to keep
up their charges; the medical profession is one of the few which does
not do so, its members too often outbidding one another in offering
their services to the public. And the public bas come to think it
granting a favour to the medical man to allow him to inspect disease


